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K , N ■ X- . ^ . SPjSCIAL R3P0RT . • 

Approximately 6 p.a. • 

July 16, 1971 

Reporter: *. . .with evidence in the Sh.irh.an Sirhan murder case has 

led to much speculation. The focus of the investigation hy 
the D.A.’s office is on those who 'may have viewed certain 2 . 
evidence without the required court order. 

' At first KflXT News was rebuffed in it's efforts to learn the 
identity of those who had access to exhibits in the County 
Clerk's office, but a ruling by the California Supreme Court 
enabled us to look at those records. In' this copywritted 
report Big News reporter Howard Gin go Id. tells what the clerk's 
record shows . Howard? 


Howard- Glngold: ff Jim, inquires by KEXT -news have disclosed these 

facts. A number of persons viewed physical evidence from the 
Sirhan trial - some in apparent violation of a court order 


restricting access to trial exhibit 


Physical evidence such 


as the death weapon, the fatal bullets and others used for test 
firing maybe so contaminated by mishandling it would, be useless 
in future court proceedings. 

Administrative practices . have been so slipshod that it’s now., 
hard to say exactly how many persons actually examinee the 
evidence and who they are.. As a result of such practices 
coupled with proceedures used by a police crime expert and perho 
other court, officers too, it is possible that other convictions 
besides Sirhan’ s may be challenged* 


X>£ 


That includes the murder conviction ol 
attorney Jack Kirschke 
his wife and her lover in 1966. 


now serving. 


former deuptv district 
life sentence for killing 


All this comes to light after KNXT's disclosure a week ago, that 
officials were investigating the possibility that evidence in 
the Sirhan case had been .altered. 


ounce maintains 


13 - 


Since then County Clerk hilliam Sharp, who 

trial evidence had denied suggestions that ZtszssX irrigulatao; 
were permitted. , ’ vx 

And the Superior Court Judge clamped a restriction on^the 
clerk’s administrative records prohibiting outsiders from learn- 
ing who Bad access to the Sirhan trial exhibits. 

After Ki-IXT received assistance from the California Supreme 
Court, the lower court order was modified, and this reporter 


gained access ^ wic v aoi-a *■ - - — - — ----7 

exhibit inventory lists and forms Indicating who .was permitted 
to Hook at those exhibits. They also include the original 
order by Superior Judge Herbert Walker restricting access to 
certain hard-core evidence, without the courts express permission. 


he clerk’ s records. Those records include 
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Such evidence as the gun — a 22 cal, -Tver- Johnson revolver, and • 
a number of bullets, some removed from the x±± vie turns , others 
vised for ballistic testing. ■ . . 

There appears little doubt that Judge Walker’s order if as violated 
in some way. 

Among those allowed to view the exhibits was Theodore Cherack, 
a free lance journalist who claims that crucial evidence and 
testimony have been suppressed. Cherach believes there was 
more 'than one gunman involved in Robert Kennedy's assassination 
• and has brought suit to force disclosure of certain evidence. 

Cherach made seven visits to the clerk's office in 1 969 and *70, 
but it was riot clear what exhibits he actually inspected. 

Some forms have a juiable of exhibit numbers listed - some have 
no exhibit notations at all. 

The file contains no indication that Cherach had the court's 
permission to view restricted evidence. 

It is understood, however, that he was authorized to check the 
evidence by Sirhan’s attorneys of record, George Shibbling and * 
Luke I-IcKissack. 

Judge Walker* s original order made, no provision for attorneys 
of record to authorize anyone else to view the evidence. • 

■ Another who -viewed the evidence under the authority of Attorneys 
Shibbling and McKissack was 'William Harper, a criminalist who 
has exchanged information, with Cherach, 

Harper made 9 visits. He examined the gun and bullets on a table 
in the clerk's office. (1) 

Harper told- KHXT Hews he handled the evidence in the course of 
the examination. But he also said the gun and bullets had not 
been seeded in plastic containers as Judge Walker had instructed. 
They were in -plain paper envelopes. 

Harper says he does not know if the evidence has been contanimated 
but as a crime expert he has strong reservations about the way 
it was handled. 

To preserve the integredy of such evidence, Harper says, it should 
bo wrapped and stored in such a way that it cannot Some in 
abrasive contact with other objects. 

Yet, he says,- the Sirhan bullets were thrown ' together in 
envelopes, usually without, protective wrapping. 


m. 'Ou.ij.oz : 
guu‘ / a but 
envoi one , 
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it another- taken from his nock was loose in the san 
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empty shell ca.s3.ngs wore mixed loosly in 
^v^eiope. And another bullet was loose in a glass vile 

c on t ai ne rn ^ "° Separat ® it f ™ the hard sides of the ' 

The oierk'sreoords show that a total of 13 nersons examined 
Si 1 nan 0 trial evidence, but those records are so var/ue i+ is 

Sd by Shorn! ° le t0 Say f ° r SUre What evidence was examined 

Regarding tne Jack Kirschke case, the records indicate that 
, o^y°ne^ p erson ever asked to examine the evidence from that 

' dSsrS t1 a colo? pi??ire? Ve3tiSat ° r *?° 16 <* ed at a 

&or.r=s&> ^ a °f p r on 

xa t chat may point to deficiencies in the clerical records. 

But Kirs chke evidence was handled in the same manner - If 

^JSJSS^^ST ?§r — “ 

^ A. 

V'oi“oTitSt ' S k r,, ° n A rr0!a POlioe ballistic 'expert DevfcyM 

wolxer, wno s metnoas have now been nijestioned. J 

lx md.eed the Xirschke bullets have been contaminated it m~v bo 
impossible to test the accuracy of Golfer's flS^ and t^^ 
fore the validity of his methods. J -° 8 ’ atld one ^~ 

And_if ¥olfer methods are discredited it may open the wav for 

defense 

a i^w n f yS t0 Ch f- Llan se his finds in literally scores Jf 
cases in union he was a key witness. 

It‘s a possibility that the District fssX% Attorney's office n«v 
be facing with a good deal of concern. And the Big 4ws 7 

END REPORT 
FTN^ ( 1 } . 

It is my undorstanding that -Harper also nhotovraohea the^e bill 0 *" 
comparison. enlargments of them that show that 'two of theke 
S!"lt? 0 L^:f eren ^ eunB * Th r s evidence is in a one hour 


film by Charach and shown 
York and ¥a shins? ton . 


— - - - * -iJ t-v uuu iiUUi 

io newsmen last week (July 4-10) in hew 


FTI-1 (2)..- 

Fr± te-y> j arch } h > 1959. in the Los Angeles ^iraos. 


apes reveal Sir 

!!rr, he prosecution in' the murde 


C. T G Q P 1 


; c- against Girhan Bi share. 


birhan continued Thursday to play recordings of the flnsT*en~ 
counters between Girhan and. police " ~ 


» » t 
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“But by 3:15 a.m. three hours after the shooting, Sirhan vras . 
engaging in earnest discussions and humorous banter with 
officers - still without revealing anything about the shooting 
or even his name . " - 

"He waxed chatty, ho wever, about other matters and discussed 
with Dep. District Attorney John E. Howard, now one of his 
prosecutors, the Jack Kirschke murder case...” 

los ahCtELes times, 3/14/69 ' 

page twenty-two , 'Dave- Smith 


K.N. .X. RADIO 
Time 11; 2.1 a.m . 
July 10, 1971 


newsman : 


fi r*v 


he Los Angelos district attorney has confirmed an 


earlier report that investigation is under-way into the possible 
altering of evidence used to convict Sirhan Sirhan for the ass- 
assination of Senalor Robert Kennedy. 

District Attorney Joseph Busch says, and T quote ’" fr 5he court 
order protecting the exhibit has been ignored and the 
exhibits have not been properly protected by ' the Country . 

Clerk's office."' 

Bush's news secretary Vtllliam Farr quotes the D. A. as stating, 
"Indeed there is evidence the exhibits have been handled by 
numerous persons." . (Farr) "he are currently in the midst of 
an investigation to determine whether there has been any. 
intensions,! or un-intentional tampering with the key exhibits 
involved in the trial, including the murder weapon and the bullets 
taken from the body of Senator Robert Kennedy. However, this 
office' has launched a full investigation into this matter. 

I have been authorized by the Los Angeles Police Department to 
state that they intent no react activation of its special unit 
senator section - ’which conducted the initial, comprenensive 
probe into the Senator’s assassination. 

At the conclusion c-f the investigation by ny office we will take 
appropriate action and make the full report to the ppolxc . . we. 
arc still confident at this point that the. original investigation 
was thorough and that the subsequent trial outcome was valid^. 

Our concern now is whether there has been any violation ox the 


tri al exhi d its., he -are 
that they have boon tamp 


ribly concerned about the possioxlity 
vritjli* fT 
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KNX RADIO 

Approximately 11:30 a.m. 
July 10, 1971 ■ 


Newsman : 
Los 


“Details 
Angeles, “ 


from newsman John Goodman at C.3.X 


station KNX.: 


Goodman: “The District Attorney 

protecting the evidence hav 
indications that the exliibi 
been tampered with. 


confirms mzxrL that court orders 
e been xxxzi violated and there are 
ts including the murder weapon have 


Si rhan defense attorney Luke IicKiss;tcl 
as a smoke screen to cover up inadaqus 
proof . 


says he regards the issue 
to in the proeescutions 


MGKissick: “Well, this has always been my fundamental notion is that 

there should be a, you know, public inquiry - a full inquiry 
with everybody having access to it. Let the people from the 
press be there - let everyone that wants to examine - let us, 
let's see what the situation is. 

Rather than just have- -private' parties run. around on their own -and 
do their own little' investigation. I'm for a full public 
inquiry , 


V XV V X V. J- f ^ 
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Goodman: “I-IcKissipk says he has authorised only one person to 

examine those exhibits. The probjte by the District Attorney 
Was prompted durin^g the course of another’ investigation s2 


into alleged irregulars 
of the murder gun. 


in the ballistic investigation 


John Goodman for OBS News in Los Angeles. 


EX5RP? F R0MKFY7B HEWS 
Jipuroximatelv the same hour. 


JOUa iO (I'll 


“...unauthorised persons may have handled the gun, bullets and the 
coat worn by Kennedy when he was fatally shot at the Ambassador Hotel 
in June 1968 . The KNX? report said the plastic seals placed on those 
items have been broken. 

The discovery has resulted in the cancellation cf two news' con- 
ferences at which Busch was to reveal results of in investigation 
into charges that ballistic tests on the murder weapon have been 
misohandled and that two guns were used in the slaying. That probe is 
still underway. - 

LXERP^ 37 KCKI3SI0 K FRON I'O l ’ll 

T •V r P- V> "v'y - -V * t "* 

.Lav l ;j; l 

KciCissi.ck : “...those exhibits would be handled - I don’t know how 'a 

person could examine it otherwise. . Clearly the prosecutions 

carnined those same exhibits -when they v/cre preparing 




jor-caitu 


:.ner< 


don't know, exactly what ho (D.A.) mean: 


nothing to that 
'tampered with’ 
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. ' If we. have .this loose description by Chief Davis suggesting 
that - you know - maybe, the . scratch marks were - changed - the 
identifying characteristics of the- bullets. Again I don't 
know exactly how that takes place and as far as I know it was 
done during down at' the Clerk's office and in a very .authorised 
and traditional fashion," - 

KNX rad io 
time; TfjlfQ p.m. 

July 12, 1971 


Newsman: "Charges of tampering with evidence in the Sirhan Sirhan 

case have resulted in the investigation of some county 
employees, KNX newsman Pete Moraga has the story. 


Moraga : 


"Two investigations have been undertaken to determine if 
evidence in the Sirhan Sirhan case, now entrusted to the custody 
of the county clerk has been mis-handled. One investigation 
has been conducted' by the District Attorney's office, which has 
said that lie-dec tor tests of employees in the county clerk's 
office indicates that someone is not telling the truth. 

But County Clerk William Sharp tells KNX news radio, his own 
investigation has failed to- reveal that strict security relating 
to 


me 


evidence has been, rbroken. 


She 


lib O »l^ O W vaX* .h 
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thing wen t to trial. I reauested that there has been some 


question as to whether that request was rigidly adhered to. Our 


investigation indicates that 
was a violation of it." 


does not indicate that there 


Moraga; "Sharp adds that his office is just as interested in protecting 
. the rights of the state as those of the defendant in seeing 
that only authorized persons have access to the evidence in 
Question. .This is Pete .Moraga, KNXNews radio. 




